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The 2008 Our Quality of Life Report is an initiative of 

Thunder Bay Community Foundation and United Way of 

Thunder Bay. 

For more information contact: 

 

Thunder Bay Community Foundation 

 Tel: (807) 627-8182  

www.tbcf.org 

or 

United Way of Thunder Bay 

Tel: (807) 623-6420 

www.unitedway-tbay.on.ca 

 

 

Author: David Tranter, PhD 

Design and Layout: David Tranter, PhD 

 

The 2008 Our Quality of Life Report is available on-line at 

www.thunderbaysurvey.com. 

 

A special thanks to all who made this initiative possible ς 

especially those who took the time to complete the Thunder Bay 

Survey. 

http://www.tbcf.org/
http://www.thunder/
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Our Quality of Life Report 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ нллу άhǳǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ wŜǇƻǊǘέ ǿƛǘƘ 

you ς the members of our community! This is the inaugural issue of 

what we hope will be an ongoing community report card. We hope 

that it stimulates discussion and serves as a guide to planning our 

future together. 

The Our Quality of Life Project is a new research-based initiative 

developed through the combined efforts of the Thunder Bay 

Community Foundation, the United Way of Thunder Bay, Thunder 

Bay Ventures, the City of Thunder Bay and Lakehead University.  

The intent of the Project is to identify and track issues and trends 

related to key quality of life indicators as they pertain to Thunder 

Bay. By bringing together a broad range of social and economic 

measures into a single, accessible report, a clearer picture can be 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

areas that may require greater attention. 

The 2008 Our Quality of Life Report covers a range of demographic 

information and key quality of life indicators. These indicators, while 

not an exhaustive list, represent a broad array of measures that ς 

combined together ς are recognized as important in establishing a 

ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ 

drawn from a wide variety of municipal, provincial and national 

databases.  

!ƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǾƻƛŎŜέ ƻŦ 

citizens of Thunder Bay. In order to compare the statistical data with 

public opinion, an online survey was available for citizens to 

complete. The Quality of Life Survey was created based upon survey 

questions that had been developed and tested extensively in other 

cities. The survey was made available for citizens to complete online 

between mid-September and the end of October, 2008.  In all, a total 

of 1081 citizens completed the survey. 

We look forward to hearing about the discussion and debate that this 

report generates. Please let us know what you think. Feel free to give 

us feedback through our website at www.thunderbaysurvey.com.   

Remember, the indicators of our quality of life are more than just the 

ones included here. So, let us know what you would like to see 

included in the future. We look forward to working together to 

continue to make Thunder Bay a great place to live, work and play! 
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The Thunder Bay Community Foundation helps facilitate and 

promote local philanthropy. Our mission is to provide opportunities 

for the citizens of Thunder Bay to invest in the enrichment of their 

own communities by establishing permanent endowment funds. 

Since 1971 the Community Foundation has helped dozens of 

individuals create financial legacies that alleviate suffering, support 

the arts, provide scholarships and foster growth and innovation in 

science and technology. Today the Community Foundation holds in 

trust almost $5 Million that has been donated by local citizens to 

establish a variety of legacy funds. The original donation of $100,000 

came from Ms. Prue Morton and her identity remained a secret for 

35 years until her death. 

The Community Foundation is governed by a volunteer board of nine 

Trustees who are chosen from various sectors in the community. 

These Trustees oversee the investment and disbursement of the 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ мфтм ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Foundation has disbursed grants and scholarships in excess of $2.6 

Million. At the same time the capital of the Foundation has grown 

steadily. 

The Community Foundation is also rich in stories. Many of our 

donations have come from citizens of passion and vision. Some 

examples: Helen L. Dewar, a former high school educator, established 

an academic scholarship and a bursary for medical research. Edith 

Dyke, a former lawyer, endowed a significant portion of the 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ [ŀǿƴ 

Bowling Club wound up operations the property was sold and the 

proceeds were donated to the Community Foundation. Roy S. 

Rodgers and Geraldine R. Rodgers, a former tradesman and educator, 

established five scholarships for students in region. Recently, Ross 

Wilson, a retired educator, established a science scholarship at his 

former school and Dr. Penny Petrone established a fund to assist 

persons with disabilities. 

If you are interested in personal philanthropy or leaving a legacy 

within the District of Thunder Bay the Community Foundation is 

pleased to help you along the way. 

 

Thunder Bay 

Community 

Foundation 

 

Thank you to the other sponsors of the Our 
Quality of Life Project: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thunder Bay Community Foundation  

Mailing Address: PO Box 20120,  

Thunder Bay, ON   P7E 6P2 

Office Address: Suite 102-200 Syndicate Ave., 

Thunder Bay, ON  P7E 1C9 

Direct Line: (807) 627-8182  

www.tbcf.org    

tbcf@tbaytel.net  

http://www.tbcf.org/
mailto:tbcf@tbaytel.net
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United Way of Thunder Bay is committed to developing the wellbeing 

of the community of Thunder Bay and the surrounding region.  In 

addition to providing vital service programs delivered through 26 

local service agencies, the United Way is working very hard to 

increase the capacity of our community to care for itself.   

United Way funds provide services that range from counselling for 

emotional health and mental well-being, to programs that protect 

the battered family and help the chronically ill through their last 

journey.  The physically disabled are assisted through a variety of 

programs to support independence and make their lives as satisfying 

as possible. 

A long history of giving based on community needs analysis has made 

the United Way of Thunder Bay a leader in understanding gaps in 

services.  This knowledge led to collaboration with the Lakehead 

Social Planning Council to implement the 211 telephone information 

referral line.  United ²ŀȅΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 

Change initiative, in partnership with the Federal Government, led to 

the formation of Evergreen: A United Neighbourhood, bringing 

residents together to foster pride in their neighbourhood.   

Partnering with the Thunder Bay Community Foundation, the City of 

Thunder Bay, Lakehead University, Thunder Bay Ventures and 

Intercity Shopping Centre to develop the Quality of Life Project was a 

natural step for United Way.  The partnership reflects our 

determination to provide solutions based on a clear understanding of 

what is missing and important in the lives of our citizens.   

The first United Way was born in 1887 in Denver, Colorado.  The 

silver mines had closed and people wandered the streets hungry and 

homeless. Clergy joined forces to make a united request to the 

community to offer assistance to the less fortunate. Many things 

have changed over the last 121 years.  

Services provided now extend well beyond food and shelter, 

although these are still needed by many in our community.  Because 

caring agencies are so much a part of our day to day life, the 

recipient may not even be aware that United Way financial support is 

ensuring that this help is available.  The scope of services provided is 

so wide that one in three people will be touched by at least one 

United Way funded agency each year.  And that is pretty remarkable! 

 

United Way of Thunder Bay 

1093 Barton Street 

Thunder Bay, Ontario 

P7B 5N3 

Tel: (807) 623-6420 

Fax: (807) 623-6180 

www.unitedway-tbay.on.ca 

email@unitedway-tbay.on.ca 

 

 

mailto:email@unitedway-tbay.on.ca



