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Our Quality of Life Report 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ нллу άhǳǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ wŜǇƻǊǘέ ǿƛǘƘ 

you ς the members of our community! This is the inaugural issue of 

what we hope will be an ongoing community report card. We hope 

that it stimulates discussion and serves as a guide to planning our 

future together. 

The Our Quality of Life Project is a new research-based initiative 

developed through the combined efforts of the Thunder Bay 

Community Foundation, the United Way of Thunder Bay, Thunder 

Bay Ventures, the City of Thunder Bay and Lakehead University.  

The intent of the Project is to identify and track issues and trends 

related to key quality of life indicators as they pertain to Thunder 

Bay. By bringing together a broad range of social and economic 

measures into a single, accessible report, a clearer picture can be 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

areas that may require greater attention. 

The 2008 Our Quality of Life Report covers a range of demographic 

information and key quality of life indicators. These indicators, while 

not an exhaustive list, represent a broad array of measures that ς 

combined together ς are recognized as important in establishing a 

ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ 

drawn from a wide variety of municipal, provincial and national 

databases.  

!ƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǾƻƛŎŜέ ƻŦ 

citizens of Thunder Bay. In order to compare the statistical data with 

public opinion, an online survey was available for citizens to 

complete. The Quality of Life Survey was created based upon survey 

questions that had been developed and tested extensively in other 

cities. The survey was made available for citizens to complete online 

between mid-September and the end of October, 2008.  In all, a total 

of 1081 citizens completed the survey. 

We look forward to hearing about the discussion and debate that this 

report generates. Please let us know what you think. Feel free to give 

us feedback through our website at www.thunderbaysurvey.com.   

Remember, the indicators of our quality of life are more than just the 

ones included here. So, let us know what you would like to see 

included in the future. We look forward to working together to 

continue to make Thunder Bay a great place to live, work and play! 
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The Thunder Bay Community Foundation helps facilitate and 

promote local philanthropy. Our mission is to provide opportunities 

for the citizens of Thunder Bay to invest in the enrichment of their 

own communities by establishing permanent endowment funds. 

Since 1971 the Community Foundation has helped dozens of 

individuals create financial legacies that alleviate suffering, support 

the arts, provide scholarships and foster growth and innovation in 

science and technology. Today the Community Foundation holds in 

trust almost $5 Million that has been donated by local citizens to 

establish a variety of legacy funds. The original donation of $100,000 

came from Ms. Prue Morton and her identity remained a secret for 

35 years until her death. 

The Community Foundation is governed by a volunteer board of nine 

Trustees who are chosen from various sectors in the community. 

These Trustees oversee the investment and disbursement of the 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ мфтм ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

Foundation has disbursed grants and scholarships in excess of $2.6 

Million. At the same time the capital of the Foundation has grown 

steadily. 

The Community Foundation is also rich in stories. Many of our 

donations have come from citizens of passion and vision. Some 

examples: Helen L. Dewar, a former high school educator, established 

an academic scholarship and a bursary for medical research. Edith 

Dyke, a former lawyer, endowed a significant portion of the 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ [ŀǿƴ 

Bowling Club wound up operations the property was sold and the 

proceeds were donated to the Community Foundation. Roy S. 

Rodgers and Geraldine R. Rodgers, a former tradesman and educator, 

established five scholarships for students in region. Recently, Ross 

Wilson, a retired educator, established a science scholarship at his 

former school and Dr. Penny Petrone established a fund to assist 

persons with disabilities. 

If you are interested in personal philanthropy or leaving a legacy 

within the District of Thunder Bay the Community Foundation is 

pleased to help you along the way. 

 

Thunder Bay 

Community 

Foundation 

 

Thank you to the other sponsors of the Our 
Quality of Life Project: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thunder Bay Community Foundation  

Mailing Address: PO Box 20120,  

Thunder Bay, ON   P7E 6P2 

Office Address: Suite 102-200 Syndicate Ave., 

Thunder Bay, ON  P7E 1C9 

Direct Line: (807) 627-8182  

www.tbcf.org    

tbcf@tbaytel.net  

http://www.tbcf.org/
mailto:tbcf@tbaytel.net
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United Way 
of Thunder 
Bay 

 

 

 

 

United Way of Thunder Bay is committed to developing the wellbeing 

of the community of Thunder Bay and the surrounding region.  In 

addition to providing vital service programs delivered through 26 

local service agencies, the United Way is working very hard to 

increase the capacity of our community to care for itself.   

United Way funds provide services that range from counselling for 

emotional health and mental well-being, to programs that protect 

the battered family and help the chronically ill through their last 

journey.  The physically disabled are assisted through a variety of 

programs to support independence and make their lives as satisfying 

as possible. 

A long history of giving based on community needs analysis has made 

the United Way of Thunder Bay a leader in understanding gaps in 

services.  This knowledge led to collaboration with the Lakehead 

Social Planning Council to implement the 211 telephone information 

referral line.  United ²ŀȅΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 

Change initiative, in partnership with the Federal Government, led to 

the formation of Evergreen: A United Neighbourhood, bringing 

residents together to foster pride in their neighbourhood.   

Partnering with the Thunder Bay Community Foundation, the City of 

Thunder Bay, Lakehead University, Thunder Bay Ventures and 

Intercity Shopping Centre to develop the Quality of Life Project was a 

natural step for United Way.  The partnership reflects our 

determination to provide solutions based on a clear understanding of 

what is missing and important in the lives of our citizens.   

The first United Way was born in 1887 in Denver, Colorado.  The 

silver mines had closed and people wandered the streets hungry and 

homeless. Clergy joined forces to make a united request to the 

community to offer assistance to the less fortunate. Many things 

have changed over the last 121 years.  

Services provided now extend well beyond food and shelter, 

although these are still needed by many in our community.  Because 

caring agencies are so much a part of our day to day life, the 

recipient may not even be aware that United Way financial support is 

ensuring that this help is available.  The scope of services provided is 

so wide that one in three people will be touched by at least one 

United Way funded agency each year.  And that is pretty remarkable! 

 

United Way of Thunder Bay 

1093 Barton Street 

Thunder Bay, Ontario 

P7B 5N3 

Tel: (807) 623-6420 

Fax: (807) 623-6180 

www.unitedway-tbay.on.ca 

email@unitedway-tbay.on.ca 

 

 

mailto:email@unitedway-tbay.on.ca
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The Quality of Life Indicators 
The Our Quality of Life Report is based on 12 social and economic 

indicators, as well as general demographic information about Thunder 

Bay. The indicators represent a broad array of measures that provide a 

ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ vǳality of Life, as well as allow for 

comparison with other cities and provincial/national averages. The 

indicators also allow for comparison over time to track trends and 

assess progress. The intent is to provide a Quality of Life assessment of 

areas in which Thunder Bay is performing well, and areas that may 

require more attention.  

 

The Research Methodology 
The data for the Report is drawn from a wide variety of municipal, 

provincial and national databases. A significant amount of information 

was drawn from the 2001 and 2005 Census data compiled by Statistics 

Canada. A complete list of data sources is provided in the references 

section at the end of the Report.  

 

Where Census data was used, the numbers indicated reflect the 

Thunder Bay Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) rather than just the City 

of Thunder Bay. The Thunder Bay CMA measure was used to better 

reflect the population of the greater Thunder Bay area which includes 

the communities surrounding the city. In some cases, where 

appropriate, the numbers represent only the city of Thunder Bay, for 

example in the case of transit use. Where possible, comparative data is 

also provided including measures for previous years, provincial and 

national averages, and measures from other cities. Where these 

numbers are not provided, it is usually because the data is either 

unavailable or not useful for comparison. 

 

The Survey 
In all, a total of 1081 citizens completed the survey. In respect to the 

age of respondents there was a fairly broad range of people who took 

the time to complete the survey. In most of the age groups, there were 

well over 200 respondents per group. Unfortunately a relatively small 

percentage (0.7%) of respondents was under 18. If an online survey is 

conducted again, it will be important to look at ways to encourage the 

youth of Thunder Bay to be more involved. 

There were also a relatively high proportion of females who completed 

the survey as compared to males. Almost three quarters (72.7%) of 

respondents were female. 

In respect to the diversity of household income among respondents, 

there was a fairly even distribution. All income ranges were well 

Background 

Figure 1: Age of Quality of Life Survey Respondents 

 
 

0.70%

5.40%

20%

21.10%

26.50%

20%

6.50%

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

The Our Quality of Life 
Task Force 
Paul Wolfe, Thunder Bay Community 

Foundation 

Joanne Kembel, United Way of 

Thunder Bay 

Kristy Hilliard, United Way of Thunder 

Bay 

David Tranter, Lakehead University 

Karen Lewis, City of Thunder Bay 

Gloria Cyr, United Way of Thunder Bay 

Kyla Reid, Thunder Bay Community 

Foundation 

 

About the Author 
David Tranter, PhD is the Director of 

the School of Social Work and the 

Acting Dean of the Faculty of Health 

and Behavioural Sciences at Lakehead 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 5ǊΦ ¢ǊŀƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

is in the area of personal and social 

transformation. His research and 

practice interests include program 

evaluation, community capacity 

building, social development, 

mediation and conflict resolution. 
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represented with no one income range representing a clear majority. 

More than one in five (22%) respondents had a household income 

level below $40,000 per year. 

 

In respect to other significant demographic indicators of survey 

respondents, 6.8% identified themselves as Aboriginal. Eight percent 

of the total respondents were former residents of Thunder Bay who 

were currently residing in other cities.  

Of those respondents living in Thunder Bay, 46.6% had lived in 

Thunder Bay their entire lives, while 39% had lived in Thunder Bay for 

more than ten years, and 9% had lived in Thunder Bay less than five 

years. Eighty-eight percent of respondents owned a home, and 55.4% 

were married. 

No survey is without limitations. It is important to note that the 

online nature of its delivery may have limited the participation of 

some individuals and groups. Many efforts were made to engage 

social agencies to assist individuals to access and complete the 

survey that may otherwise face barriers to participation, it is 

important to recognize that some populations may still not be fully 

represented in the survey.  

As well, since the survey was voluntary, the results cannot necessarily 

be generalized to the population of Thunder Bay. The high response 

rate and wide distribution of respondents adds significant credibility 

and meaning to the survey results; however the survey methodology 

was not scientific in nature and therefore is not necessarily reflective 

of the opinions of the entire population. What can be said with 

certainty is that the survey reflects the opinions of a fairly broad 

range of 1081 individuals. 

The Future 
The 2008 Our Quality of Life Project is the first of what is hoped to be 

an ongoing reporting of key quality of life indicators and the opinion 

of citizens. While a wide range of indicators were included in this 

report, many other potential areas of individual and community life 

could not be considered. In future Our Quality of Life reports, other 

social and economic indicators will be included and examined in 

greater depth.   

 

The Report Layout 
The statistical data drawn from provincial and national databases 

(such as Statistics Canada) is presented (with only a few exceptions in 

the Highlights section) in the left hand column of this document. The 

results of the Thunder Bay Survey of citizens (both graphs and 

quotes) are presented in the right hand column and identified as 

άŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ {ǳǊǾŜȅέΦ  

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Sex of Respondents 

 
 

Figure 3: Household Income of Respondent 

 

Facts about the survey respondents: 

 6.8%  are Aboriginal. 

 8% are former residents of Thunder Bay 
living elsewhere. 

 46.6% have lived in Thunder Bay their 
entire lives. 

 39% were not born in Thunder Bay but 
have lived here more than 10 years. 

 9% have lived in Thunder Bay less than 
5 years. 

 88% own their home. 

 55% are married. 
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The 2008 Our Quality of Life Report is packed with fascinating details 

about life in Thunder Bay. The information in this Report is provided 

ƛƴ ŀ άƧǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎΩέ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎǇƛƴΦ ²Ŝ 

encourage you to read it through and draw your own conclusions 

about our collective strengths and weaknesses. You will undoubtedly 

have your own opinions about which indicators are most important 

and which seem to most reflect your experience of life in Thunder 

Bay.  

While many details of the Report will be discussed and debated, 

there were some indicators that seemed to be fairly clear areas of 

strengths for us, while in other areas we still have a way to go.  What 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллу hǳǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ Life Report: 

Some Good News 
An increase in population ς Our population grew by almost 1% at a 
time when Northern Ontario experienced an overall decline in 
population. 

 
A decrease in youth outmigration ς Our youth outmigration rate 

slowed significantly from a high of 12.4% in 2001, down to 5% in 

2006. 

 

A city with plentiful parkland ς 5.1% of our city is allocated for 

natural and maintained parkland, compared to a median of other 

Ontario municipalities of 3.3%. 

 

Active city recreation program use ς 10.1% of Thunder Bay citizens 

participate in registration-based city recreation programs, compared 

to a median of other Ontario municipalities of 6.2%. 

 

An increase in library use ς In 2006, our libraries had a circulation 

rate of 8.63 items per capita, up from 6.75 items per capita in 2000. 

 

Safer roads and getting even safer ς We had 213 traffic offences per 

мллΣллл ƛƴ нллтΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ нроΣ ŀƴŘ 

down significantly from 2005 when it was 253 per 100,000. 

 

A city that volunteers ς 54.3% of us volunteer our time to worthy 

ŎŀǳǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

45.3%. 

 

The air really is better up here ς Almost all of our days in 2007 were 

άƎƻƻŘέ ƻǊ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘέ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ς and we had no 

άǇƻƻǊέ ŘŀȅǎΦ  Lƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ рр άƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜέ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ т 

άǇƻƻǊέ Řŀȅǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ 

 

Report 

Highlights 

 

Figure 4: Would you say that your overall quality of life 
ƛǎΧόŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Thunder Bay Survey) 
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Figure 5: Average house price, 2006-2007 

 
 
Figure 6: Energy-saving device use, 2006 
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Canada Thunder Bay

A strong sense of community belonging ς 71% of us say that we have 

ŀ άǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ƻǊ άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

community, compared to the provincial average of 63%. 

 

Success for our Aboriginal post-secondary students ς We have a 

higher rate of college and university completion among our 

Aboriginal students than the provincial average. 

 

We live beside one of the biggest lakes in the world and we still 

conserve water ς 24% of us use rain barrels to conserve water 

compared to the national average of 11%. Thirty-nine percent of us 

use water-ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ оп҈ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

slightly below the national average when it comes to water-saving 

shower heads. 

 

More affordable rental accommodation ς It is less expensive to rent 

an apartment in Thunder Bay than in most other cities in Ontario. A 

two bedroom apartment in Thunder Bay will cost on average $709 

per month, compared to the provincial average of $924.  

 

More affordable price of homes ς In 2007, the average home here 

cost $123,237. The average price of a home in Ontario was $245,230. 

Across Canada it was $307,265. 

 

A speedy fire response time ς It usually takes 7 minutes for fire 

services to respond to a call in Thunder Bay. The median response 

time for comparable municipalities across Ontario is more than 

double at 14 minutes and 23 seconds. 

 

 

Some Areas for Further Attention 
An income gap for many ς Although our overall poverty rate is 

comparable to the provincial average, we have higher than average 

rates of poverty for Aboriginal people, lone parent families, 

unattached individuals, and those with disabilities. 

 

²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ recycling as much as we should ς We continue to fall 

behind the province when it comes to recycling, solid waste 

diversion, compact fluorescent bulb use, and programmable 

thermostat use. 

Our roads are rough ς Thunder Bay is a geographically spread out 

city with a lot of roads per capita ς this can create challenges to 

maintain. In 2006, a median of 54% of roads in Ontario municipalities 

ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ άƎƻƻŘέ ƻǊ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘέΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 13% of our 

roads.  
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LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǇŜ ς Our rates of smoking, exposure to second-

hand smoke, alcohol consumption, and obesity are all higher than 

the provincial average. Our life expectancy is 77.1 years, compared to 

the provincial average of 79.7 years. 

Our crime rate ς Thunder Bay continues to have a higher than 

average rate of violent crime and property crime, although our rate 

of property crime has been consistently going down. Youth crime in 

our city is more than twice the provincial average.  

Financial pressure for some households ς Unlike individual and 

family income, the median household income of Thunder Bay did not 

match the province. In 2005, the median household income was 

$53,686, an amount significantly below the provincial average of 

$60,455.  

 

High School completion among Aboriginal students ς 39% of our 

Aboriginal population have not completed high school, compared to 

the provincial Aboriginal average of 30%, and overall Thunder Bay 

average of 25%. 

Our immigration rate ς A total of 680 people immigrated to Thunder 

Bay from another country between 2001 and 2006. This number 

represents 0.6% of the total population of Thunder Bay. During the 

same period, 580,740 people immigrated to Ontario from another 

country, representing 4.8% of the total population. In total, 10.4% of 

¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ 

compŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ нуΦо҈ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

Figure 5: Alcohol consumption/obesity rates for 
Thunder Bay 
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Excess alcohol 
consumption

Ontario

Thunder Bay (2007)

Thunder Bay (2005)
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ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ wonderful gem here in 

bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦΦΦǘƘŜ ƧŜǿŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘΦέ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

to live, raise a family, and has a lot to offer 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

ά¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƻ 

economic strength. People really need to sit 

back and watch while Thunder Bay goes 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΗέ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

with new economic development initiatives, 

ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ city of 

over 8 million and I am thrilled to be home 

ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘέΦ 

άLϥƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ Ƴȅ 

ƘƻƳŜΗέ 

 

Thunder Bay is a city centrally located within northwestern Ontario. 

At a 2006 census population of 109,140, it is the largest municipality 

in Northwestern Ontario, and the second most populous in Northern 

Ontario.  

A further 13,767 people live on the outskirts of Thunder Bay 

comprising the census metropolitan area which includes a variety of 

other municipalities, townships and communities.  

The census metropolitan area of Thunder Bay has a total population 

of 122,907 of which 48.4% are male and 51.6% are female. The 

average age of a resident of Thunder Bay as of 2006 was 41.8, 

compared to the average of 39.5 for Canada as a whole (and 

compared to 39.1 and 37.2 respectively in 2001).
1, 2 

 

Figure 6: Percentage population change in Northern Ontario from 2001 to 2006 

 
 

¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŀǘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

national average largely as a result of the combined effects of youth 

outmigration and an aging population; however this seems to have 

ǎƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ нллмΣ мр҈ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

was 65+, compared to the provincial average of 12.9%. In 2006, 16% 

ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ срҌΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ моΦс҈ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 

province.
1, 2

 

Youth outmigration has reportedly slowed even more significantly 

from a rate of 12.4% in 2001, to 5% in 2006. However, Thunder Bay 

2.50%

2%

1%

0.80%

-2.50%

46%

35%

28%

22.60%

14%

0.50%

-0.25%

-0.20%

-1%

-3%

North Bay

Sudbury

Sault Ste. Marie

Thunder Bay

Timmins

Total Non-Aboriginal Population Change

Total Aboriginal Population Change

Total Population Change

Our Community 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census_Metropolitan_Area
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Township_%28Canada%29#Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census_metropolitan_area
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continues to experience a decreasing youth population.
3
  

In 2006, 29.7% of residents were under 24, compared to 31.3% in 

2001. Across the province, 31.6% of the population was under 24 

years of age in 2006.
1,2 

Between 2001 and 2006, Thunder BayΩǎ overall population increased 

by 0.8%, compared to an average growth rate of 6.6% for Ontario 

ŀƴŘ рΦп҈ ŦƻǊ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǿŀǎ 

small by provincial and national standards, it defied the trend in 

Northern Ontario which suffered an overall population reduction 

during this period.
1, 2 

A significant and growing proportion of residents of Thunder Bay self-

identify as Aboriginal comprising over 8% of the total population. In 

fact, the net population growth of Thunder Bay between the 2001 

census and the 2006 census is largely attributable to the growth in 

our Aboriginal population. During this period, the total non-

Aboriginal population shrank by 1%, while our Aboriginal population 

grew by 22.6%.
4 

While Thunder Bay is ethnically diverse, the number of visible 

minorities and immigrants fall well below the provincial average. The 

total visible minority population (excluding Aboriginal peoples) for 

Thunder Bay in 2006 comprised 2.7% of the population compared to 

an Ontario average of 22.8%.  In 2001, the percentage of visible 

minorities in Thunder Bay was 2.2%.
1, 2 

Immigrants (i.e., those people who are or who have ever been landed 

immigrants) comprise 10.4% of the population compared to a 

provincial average of 28.3%.
1
 

Thunder Bay is home to 12,825 people of Finnish descent, the highest 

concentration of persons of Finnish origin per capita in Canada, and 

the second largest Finnish population in Canada after Toronto.
5 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ !ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ tƭŀƴΣ 

approximately 17% of Thunder Bay residents have a disability, a 

number slightly higher than the 16% average across the province.
6 

In respect to employment, sales and service occupations are the 

most common employers making up 27% of the jobs in our 

community (compared to 27.6% in 2001). Business, finance and 

administrative occupations are the second most common at 16.8% 

(compared to 15.5% in 2001). Trades, transport and equipment 

occupation were a close third at 16.6% (down from 18.4% in 2001).
1, 2 

Thunder Bay families have a median income that is slightly lower 

than the provincial average at $68,397 compared to provincial 

average of $69,415. The gap between Thunder Bay and the province 

Figure 7: Thunder Bay Population change since 2001 

 

 

0.80%

22.60%

-1%

Total Population Change

Total Aboriginal Population Change

Total Non-Aboriginal Population Change

άL ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ are lucky to live in a city like 

Thunder Bay and most of us have lots of 

opportunities to enjoy life and find 

satisfaction in our work, family, and leisure 

ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada_2001_Census
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto
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Figure 8: Median Incomes 

 Thunder Bay 
 

Ontario 
 

2005 2000 2005 2000 

Individual 
Income 
 

$27,546 $23,607 $27,258 $24,816 

Household 
Income 
 

$53,686 $47,849 $60,455 $53,626 

Family 
Income 
 

$68,397 $59,580 $69,156 $61,024 

 

has closed somewhat since 2000 when the median family income in 

Thunder was $59,580, compared to the provincial average of 

$61,024. However, the median income for lone parent families with 

females at the head remains significantly lower for Thunder Bay at 

$32,291, as compared to the provincial average of $36,496.
1, 2 

For individual incomes, the 2005 Thunder Bay median income was 

$27,546, compared to the provincial median of $27,258.  In 2001, the 

median individual income for Thunder Bay was $23,607 and $24,816 

for the province as a whole.  

Women in Thunder Bay continue to be paid more poorly than their 

male counterparts reporting a median income of $21,459 as 

compared to men who earned $35,903. This disparity was slightly 

larger than the provincial average of $21,669 for women and $34,454 

for men.
1, 2 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ тмΦр҈ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŎŀƳŜ 

from employment (versus government supplements), compared to 

the provincial median of 77.4%. This is down from 2000 when 73.7% 

ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 

compared to 78.7% throughout the province.
1, 2 

 

 

ά¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ - but 

many people here are very negative about it. 

We need to start making decisions about our 

land use and planning that create healthy, 

walk-able communities that have access to all 

of our daily amenities within walking 

ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦέ 
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Our Aboriginal Population 
Our Aboriginal population has grown significantly over the last five 

years. In 2001, the total population was 8,200. In 2006, it had grown 

to 10,055. Aboriginal people now make up over 8 % of the population 

of the Thunder Bay CMA.
4 

Figure 9: Aboriginal Identity Population, 2001/2006 

 2001 2006 

Total Aboriginal identity population 8205 10055 

North American Indian single response 6095 7420 

Métis single response 1800 2375 

Inuit single response 25 45 

Multiple Aboriginal responses 65 25 

Aboriginal responses not included elsewhere 225 190 

 

Our Aboriginal Youth 
The Aboriginal population is significantly younger that their non-

Aboriginal counterparts. The median age for the total population of 

Thunder Bay is 41.8. Our Aboriginal population has a median age of 

26.3.  For all of Thunder Bay, 23.2% of the population is 19 years of 

age or younger. However, among Aboriginal population, 38.9 % are 

19 or younger.
4 

Figure 10: Percent of population under 19 and median age 

 

Aboriginal Population Growth 
¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŜǿ ōȅ 22.6% between 2001 

and 2006. This is compared to the growth of the non-Aboriginal 

38.9

26.3
23.2

41.8

Percent of population 19 and 
under

Median age of population

Aboriginal Entire Thunder Bay population

Our Aboriginal 

Community 

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ the future of this region lies 

with the Aboriginal people and that we 

should be doing everything we can now to 

ensure they have equal access to all the city 

and region has to offer. They will be the force 

and the engine that can drive us forward if 

we give them the opportunity. They have so 

many individuals with potential and we need 

to acknowledge and publicly celebrate their 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 
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Figure 12: Educational Attainment 

 

8.8%

19.2%

8.2%

22.3%

39.0%

6.9%

18.8%

10.1%

24.1%

30.3%

14.8%

20.2%

11.0%

25.4%

25.4%

University completion

College completion

Apprenticeship or 
Trade certificate

High School 
completion

No formal completion

Total Thunder Bay Average

Aboriginal (Provincial average)

Aboriginal (Thunder Bay CMA)

population during the same period of -1.0 %. The net population 

growth of Thunder Bay is largely due to a growing Aboriginal 

population.
4, 5 

Figure 11: Aboriginal versus Non-Aboriginal Population Change (2001/2006) 

 

 
Aboriginal Education 
!ƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ 

Aboriginal population suggests a gap between those who have high 

school education or less, and those who have college or university 

completion.  When compared with the entire Thunder Bay 

population, the Aboriginal population falls below university, trades, 

and high school completion levels. However, the rates of college 

completion are almost identical.
1, 4

 

Of particular note is that Aboriginal people in Thunder Bay have a 

higher rate of college and university completion than the provincial 

average for Aboriginal people. 

Of note as well is that Aboriginal women seem to be leading the way 

when it comes to university completion in Thunder Bay. Aboriginal 

women are completing university at a rate of 2.5 to 1 compared to 

their male counterparts. Thus, for every two Aboriginal males 

completing university, there are five Aboriginal females who 

complete.
4 

Aboriginal Employment 
According to the 2006 Census, the unemployment rate of Aboriginal 

people in Thunder Bay is 14.5%. This is significantly higher than 

¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ of 7.4%. It is also higher 

than the provincial rate for Aboriginal people at 12.3%.
1, 4 

8,200

112,165

10,055

110,995

Aboriginal Population Non-Aboriginal 
Population

2001 2006

άaƻǊŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ is needed. 

There should be a no tolerance policy in place 

ŦƻǊ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƛǘȅΦέ 

άL ŀƳ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 

of asking questions and finding facts, prefer 

to believe and perpetuate half-truths (and 

outright lies) about people from different 

ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦέ  
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άtŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦέ 

 άLŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

history of aboriginal peoples, and what 

that has manifested to be today they may 

not be so quick to judge. ά 

 

Figure 15: Unemployment Rate, 2006 

 

The Aboriginal Income Gap 
The median annual income for Aboriginal people age 15 and up has 

increased over the census periods although it remains below the 

overall Thunder Bay average and the average across Ontario for 

Aboriginal people.
1, 4 

In 2005, the average income for Aboriginal people in Thunder Bay 

was $16,734. This was an increase from the 2000 amount of $14,187. 

However, the 2005 amount was 39% below the average for the 

entire population of Thunder Bay of $27,546 and it was also 11% 

below the provincial Aboriginal average of $18,808.
1, 4 

Figure 18: Median Income for Individuals, 2000/2005 

 

Of note as well, the median income gap between Aboriginal people in 

Thunder Bay and Thunder Bay as a whole has not improved 

significantly between the two recent census periods. In 2000, 

Aboriginal people in Thunder Bay made 40% less than the Thunder 

Bay average. In 2005, Aboriginal people made 39% less.
4, 5 

12.30%

7.40%

14.50%

Aboriginal -
Ontario 
Average

Total Thunder 
Bay

Aboriginal --
Thunder Bay

$14,187

$23,607

$16,023

$16,734

$27,546

$18,808

Aboriginal - Thunder Bay

Total Thunder Bay

Aboriginal - Ontario Average

2005 2000

Figure 16: Have you observed acts of racism 
against other people? (from the Thunder Bay 
Survey) 

 

Figure 17: If you feel comfortable, would you 
please identify the ethnic group that had 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΧǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
individual of a ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀΧ ? (from the 
Thunder Bay Survey) 

 

64.9%

28.3%

6.8%

Yes

No

Unsure

7.1%

80.2%

7.1%

5.6%

Visible minority

Aboriginal (e.g. First 
Nations, Metis, and 

Inuit)

Non-visible minority

Unsure
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Figure 20: To what extent do you agree or 
ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ ά¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ 
.ŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀǊǘǎ ǎŎŜƴŜΚέ 
(from the Thunder Bay Survey) 

 

 

10.7%

49.3%25.5%

11.2%

2.3%

1.0%

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly 
disagree

Not applicable

Employment in the Arts and Recreation 
The number of people employed in arts, culture, recreation and 

sports in Thunder Bay for 2006 was 1420 or 2.2 % of the total 

occupations. The overall number is up slightly from 2001 when it was 

1350, but the amount still represents 2.2% of total occupations.
1 

 

Arts Grants Per Capita 
¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǇƛǘŀ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǊǘǎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ нллр ǿŀǎ 

$4.46. This was significantly higher than the provincial average of 

$3.04.
8 

 

Our Libraries  
In 2006 municipal spending on libraries in Thunder Bay was $45.49 

per person. This is up from $33.01 per person in 2000. It also 

represents an increase over the provincial average of $37.60 per 

person.
9 

 
Figure 13: Per capita municipal spending on libraries 

 

/ƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

years. In 2006, there was a circulation rate of 8.63 items per capita. 

This was up from 6.75 items per capita in 2000. The circulation rate 

however remains slightly below the national average of 9.49 items 

per capita.
9 

Figure 21: Thunder Bay library circulation based on items per capita 

 

$45.59

$33.01

$37.60

Thunder Bay (2006)

Thunder Bay(2001)

Provincial average (2006)

6.75

8.63

Library circulation

2000

2006

Arts, Culture, 

Recreation and 

Sports 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

in transforming lives and engaging youth 

needs to be better recognized --it is a core 

service, not a frill--it needs to be inclusive of 

ŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ƛǘΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 

have to be positive and to find out about 

ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
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Our Parkland 
In Thunder Bay, 5.1% of the total municipality is allocated for natural 

and maintained parkland. This represents a significant percentage 

compared to other cities such as Sudbury (0.2%), Ottawa (1.5%), or 

the Ontario Municipal Benchmarking Initiative (OMBI) median of 15 

municipalities of 3.3%.
10 

 

Figure 14: Percentage of total municipality allocated for natural and maintained 
parkland 

 

Our Walking Trails 
Thunder Bay maintains .31 kilometres of walking trails for every 1000 

persons. This is below mid-sized Ontario cities such as Sudbury 

(.99km/1000 persons), but well above large cities such as Toronto 

(.08km/1000 persons). Thunder Bay falls just slightly below the OMBI 

median at .35 kilometres for every 1000 persons.
10 

Figure 15: Kilometres per capita of walking trails 

 

5.10%

0.20%

1.50%

3.30%

Thunder Bay

Sudbury

Ottawa

OMBI Median

0.31

0.99

0.08

0.35

Thunder Bay Sudbury Toronto OMBI Median

ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ 

cities, I have always felt that Thunder Bay is 

generally substandard with respect to arts, 

culture; recreation, but this seems to be 

ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

 άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

have been getting much better in Thunder 

Bay in regards to arts, culture and recreation. 

However, there is always room for 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦέ 

 

Figure 23: How supportive are you of the plans to 
develop the waterfront/marina park? (from Thunder Bay 
Survey) 

 

 

45.8%

21.6%

30.6%

2.0%

Very 
supportive/Supportive

Wait and see

Not supportive

Don't know anything 
about it
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ά¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǎȅƳǇƘƻƴȅΣ ƧŀȊȊ 

scene, fabulous farmer's market, exquisite 

restaurants and eating establishment, 

summer and winter festivals, blues scene, 

dance scene, skiing, curling, water sports, 

summer arts programmes, volunteers to 

assist in all categories and wonderful 

harbour with great scenery and, for a small 

place, holds all of the activities that make it 

ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦέ 

 

Our Sports and Recreation Facilities 
In 2006, the number of sports and recreation facilities in Thunder Bay 

per 100,000 people was 14.7. This is significantly higher than many 

ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ моΦс ǇŜǊ 

100,000, and ToronǘƻΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƛǎ пΦф ǇŜǊ мллΣлллΦ ¢ƘŜ OMBI median is 

11.9 per 100,000.
10 

Figure 16: Number of sports and rec facilities per 100,000 

 

¢ƘŜ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

provincial median. Thunder Bay citizens use registration-based sports 

and recreation programs at rate 1.4 visits per capita per year. This 

compares to a rate of 2.2 visits in Ottawa and 1.5 visits in Toronto. 

The OMBI median rate of use is 1.4 visits per capita per year.
10 

Although the rate of use of sports and recreation programs is 

consistent with the OMBI municipal median, a greater variety of 

¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ-based recreation 

programs as compared to other cities in Ontario. In Thunder Bay, 

10.1% of the population participates in registered sports and 

recreation programs, compared to 9.2% in Ottawa, 4.7% in Sudbury, 

and 5.9% in Toronto. Across many municipalities in Ontario, 6.2% of 

the population register for municipally run sports and recreation 

programs.
10 

Figure 28: Percentage of the population that registers for municipal sports and 
recreation programs 
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Figure 25: How often do you feel arts/cultural events 
are available in Thunder Bay? (from Thunder Bay 
Survey) 

  

 

Figure 27: Thinking about both the quality and quantity 
of leisure time, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you 
with your leisure time? (from Thunder Bay Survey) 
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ά¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ .ŀȅ ƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

experience many ways to contribute and feel 

a part of the community and make a positive 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ 

Our Volunteer Rate 
In 2004, the volunteer rate in Thunder Bay was 54.3%. This was 

higher than the provincial average of 45.3% and the Canadian 

average of 50.4%.  Many more women volunteered than men in 

Thunder Bay. A total of 77% of women volunteered compared to 39% 

of men.
11 

 

Figure 17: Volunteer rate, 2004 

 

Women in Politics 
A 2003 Federation of Canadian Municipalities study found that the 

average percentage of female Municipal Councillors in Canada was 

25%. In 2008, Thunder Bay is consistent with the national average 

with three of 13 of our elected municipal officials (23%) being 

women.
12 

 

Our Voter Turnout 
The voter turnout for the 2008 federal election was 57.5% of eligible 

voters for the combined ridings of Thunder Bay ς Superior North and 

Thunder Bay ς Rainy River. This is slightly below the voter turnout 

across Canada of 59.1%. For the 2006 Thunder Bay municipal 

election, the voter turnout was 38.2% of eligible voters. This is 

consistent with the national average that hovers around 40% for 

municipal elections.
13 

Charitable Donations 
The proportion of tax filers in Thunder Bay that declared a charitable 

donation in 2007 was 26.8% with an average donation of $230. This is 

down slightly from 2005 when 28% of tax filers made a donation on 

average of $220. In 2007, the Ontario average was 25.7% with an 

average donation of $310. The 2007 average for Canada was 24% 

with an average donation of $250.
14 
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Figure 30: To what degree do you agree or disagree 
with the following statements: (from the Thunder Bay 
Survey) 
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Figure 33: Thinking about Thunder Bay City Council, 
please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree 
with the following statements: (from Thunder Bay 
Survey) 
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Figure 31: Percent of tax filers that made a charitable donation 

 

Figure 32: Average amount of annual donation 

 
 

Our Sense of Belonging 

For the area covered by the Thunder Bay District Health Unit, the 

reported rate of citizens who said that they had a άǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎέ 

ƻǊ άǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǎ тлΦт҈Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 

than the provincial average of 63% and the national average of 62%. 

For Thunder Bay, the rate was highest among the age groups 12-19 

and 45-64.
15 

 

Figure 34: "Strong" or "somewhat strong" sense of community by age,  
Thunder Bay 2005 
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Our Recycling 
 In 2006, 27% of Thunder Bay citizens composted compared to an 

average of 31% across Canada. During the same period, 93% of 

Thunder Bay residents had access to a recycling program and, of 

those people, 90% said they actively recycle.  Across Canada, 93% 

have access to recycling, and 97% said they actively recycle.
16 

 
Figure 18: Recycling and composting rates 

 

 

Our Solid Waste Diversion 
In 2006, the percentage of residential waste diverted through 

municipal programs such as source separated organics, blue box/bag, 

leaf and yard waste, backyard composting, household hazardous and 

special waste, community recycling centres and depots for Thunder 

Bay was 25% of all residential waste. This rate represents an increase 

from the 2005 Thunder Bay rate of 22%. However, the rate is well 

below the provincial average of 42%.
16 

 
Figure 19: Solid waste diversion rates 

 
 

Our Compact Fluorescent Light Use 
In 2006, 59% of Thunder Bay residents had compact fluorescent light 

bulbs in their homes. This compares to a provincial average of 60% 

and a Canada-wide average of 53%.
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Figure 36: What are you most proud of (select all that 

apply)? (from the Thunder Bay Survey) 

 

Figure 38: Do you think current beautification efforts 
by the City of Thunder Bay are headed in the right 
direction? (from the Thunder Bay Survey) 
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