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Our Quality of Life Report Table of
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you ¢ the members of our community! Thistise inaugural issue of CO nte nB
what we hope will be an ongoing community report card. We hope
that it stimulates discussion and serves as a guide to planning our
future together.
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The Our Quality of Life Project is a new resedrabed initiative hunder Bay Community Foundation

developed throughthe combined efforts of the Thunder Bay United Way of Thunder Bay
Community Foundation, the United Way Thunder BayThunder
Bay Ventures, the City of Thunder Bay and Lakehead University. Background

The intent of the Project is to identify and track issues and trends Report Highlights
related to key quali of life indicators as they pertain to Thunder
Bay. By bringing together a broad range of social and economic
measures into a single, accessible report, a clearer picture can be
SaiGlof AAKSR 2F ¢Kdzy RSNJ . I 2Qa
areas ttat may require greater attention. Arts, Culture, Recreation and Sports

Our Community

Our Aboriginal Community

The 2008 Our Quality of Life Report covers a range of demograph Our Civic Engagement
information and key quality of life indicators. These indicators, whi
not an exhaustive list, represent a broad array of measuresghat Our Environment
combined together; are recognized as important in establishing a
LINEFAES 2F GKS aqadldS 2F FFFL
drawn from a wide variety of municipal, provincial and national Getting Around Our Community
databases.

Gap Between Our Rich and Our Poor

. ] L . . Getting Started in Our Community
'y Sljdzr ftfé AYLEZ2NIUIYU O2YIRYySY !
citizens of Thunder Bay. In order to compare the statistical data w Our Health and Wellness
public opinion, an online survey wasailablefor citizens to
complete. The Quality of Life Survey wasatedbased upon survey
questions that had been developed and tested ei@ely in other
cities. The survey was made available for citizens to complete onli
between midSeptember and the end of October, 2008. In all, a to Keeping Our Neighbourhoods Safe
of 108L citizens completed the survey.

Our Homes

Learning and Education

Our Employment and Income
We look forward to hearing about the discussion and debag this
report generates. Please let us know what you think. Feel free to ¢
us feedback through our website atww.thunderbaysurvey.com

References

Remember, the indicators of our quality ofd are more than justhte
ones included here. So, let us know what you would like to see
included in the future. We look forward to working together to
continue to make Thunder Bay a great place to live, work and pla
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The Thunder Bay Community Foundation helps facilitate and
promote local philanthropy. Our mission is to provide opportunities
for the citizens of Thunder Bay tovest in the enrichment of their
own communities by establishing permanent endowment funds.

Since 1971 the Community Foundation has helped dozens of
individuals create financial legacies that alleviate suffering, suppol
the arts, provide scholarships afaster growth and innovation in
science and technology. Today the Community Foundation holds
trust almost $5 Million that has been donated by local citizens to
establish a variety of legacy funds. The original donation of $100,(
came from Ms. Prue Mton and her identity remained a secret for
35 years until her death.

The Community Foundation is governed by a volunteer board of n
Trustees who are chosen from various sectors in the community.
These Trustees oversee the investment and disbursemeteof

/| 2YYdzyAlé& C2dzyRIGA2Y Q& FTdzyRa o
Foundation has disbursed grants and scholarships in excess of $z
Million. At the same time the capital of the Foundation has grown
steadily.

The Community Foundation is also rich in stories. Wiainour
donations have come from citizens of passion and vision. Some
examples: Helen L. Dewar, a former high school educator, establi
an academic scholarship and a bursary for medical research. Edit
Dyke, a former lawyer, endowed a significant pamtof the

| 2YYdzyAlie C2dzyRFEGA2yQa 3ISYSNJI
Bowling Club wound up operations the property was sold and the
proceeds were donated to the Community Foundation. Roy S.
Rodgers and Geraldine R. Rodgers, a former tradesman andteduc
established five scholarships for students in region. Recently, Ros
Wilson, a retired educator, established a science scholarship at hi
former school and Dr. Penny Petrone established a fund to assist
persons with disabilities.

If you are interestedn personal philanthropy or leaving a legacy
within the District of Thunder Bay the Community Foundation is
pleased to help you along the way.

Thunder Bay
Community
Foundation

‘Zlunﬁéni%:z
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

Thunder Bay Community Foundation
Mailing Address: PO Box 20120,

Thunder Bay, ONP7E 6P2

Office AddressSuite 102200 Syndicate Ave.,
Thunder Bay, ONP7E 1C9

Direct Line: (807) 628182

www.tbcf.org

tbcf@tbaytel.net

Thank you to theother sponsors of the Our
Quiality of Life Project:

Supwerior by Nainre

—N Thunder Bay

== Ventures
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United Way of Thunder Bay is committed to developing the wellbe
of the community of Thunder Bay and the surrounding region. In
addition to providing vital service programs deliveredoatigh 26

local service agencies, the United Way is working very hard to
increase the capacity of our community to care for itself.

United Way funds provide services that range from counselling for
emotional health and mental webeing, to programs thagprotect

the battered family and help the chronically ill through their last
journey. The physically disabled are assisted through a variety of
programs tosupport independence anghake their lives as satisfying
as possible.

A long history of giving basesh community needs analysis has mac
the United Way of Thunder Bay a leader in understanding gaps in
services. This knowledge led to collaboration with the Lakehead
Social Planning Council to implement the 211 telephone informatic
referral line. United | @ Q& RANBOGAZ2Y 2F (K
Change initiative, in partnership with the Federal Government, led
the formation of Evergreen: A United Neighbourhood, bringing
residents together to foster pride in their neighbourhood.

Partnering withthe Thunder Bay Community Foundatjahe City of
Thunder Bay, Lakehead Universithunder Bay Ventures and
Intercity Shopping Centre to develop the Quality of Life Project wa
natural step for United Way. The partnership reflects our
determination toprovide solutions based on a clear understanding
what is missing and important in the lives of our citizens.

The first United Way was born in 1887 in Denver, Colorado. The
silver mines had closed and people wandered the streets hungry ¢
homeless. {érgy joined forces to make a united request to the
community to offer assistance to the less fortunate. Many things
have changed over the last 121 years.

Services provided now extend well beyond food and shelter,
although these are still needed by mamydur community. Because
caring agencies are so much a part of our day to day life, the
recipient may not even be aware that United Way financial suppor
ensuring that this help is available. The scope of services provide
so wide that one in thre@eople will be touched by at least one
United Way funded agency each year. And that is pretty remarkal
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United Way
of Thunder

United Way
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United Way of Thunder Bay
1093 Barton Street
Thunder Bay, Ontario
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Tel: (807) 628420

Fax: (807) 628180
www.unitedwaytbay.on.ca
email@unitedwaytbay.on.ca
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The Quality of Life Indicators

The Our Quality of Life Report is basedl@social and economic
indicators, as well as general demographic information about Thunc
Bay. The indicators represent a broad array of measures that provic
Ayl Lakz2iad 27 GlkyddlReSaNvell as&ldiér v dz
comparison with other citieand provincial/national averages. The
indicators also allow for comparison over time to track trends and
assess progress. The intent is to provide a Quality of Life assessme
areas in which Thunder Bay is performing well, and areas that may
require moee attention.

The Research Methodology

The data for the Report is drawn from a wide variety of municipal,
provincial and national databases. A significant amount of informatic
was drawn from the 2001 and 2005 Census data compiled by Statis
Canada. &Aomplete list of data sources is provided in the references
section at the end of the Report.

Where Census data was used, the numbers indicated reflect the
Thunder Bay Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) rather than just the (
of Thunder Bay. The Thundemy\BCMA measure was used to better
reflect the population of the greater Thunder Bay area which include
the communities surrounding the city. In some cases, where
appropriate, the numbers represent only the city of Thunder Bay, fol
example in the case ofdnsit use. Where possible, comparative data
also provided including measures for previous years, provincial and
national averages, and measures from othigies. Where these
numbers are noprovided, it is usually because the data is either
unavailabé or not useful for comparison.

The Survey

In all, a total of 1081 citizens completed the survey. In respect to the
age of respondents there was a fairly broad range of people who to«
the time to complete the survey. In most of the age groups, there we
well over 200 respondents per group. Unfortunately a relatively sma
percentage (0.7%) of respondents was under 18. If an online survey
conducted again, it will be important to look at ways to encourage tr
youth of Thunder Bay to be more involved.

There were also a relatively high proportion of females who complet
the survey as compared to males. Almost three quarters (72.7%) of
respondents were female.

In respect to the diversity of household income among respondents,
there was a fairly even dishition. All income ranges were well

Background

The Our Quality of Life

Task Force

Paul Wolfe, Thunder Bay Community
Foundation

Joanne Kembel, United Way
Thunder Bay

KristyHilliard, United Wayof Thunder
Bay

David Tranter, Lakehead University
Karen Lewis, City of Thunder Bay
Gloria Cyr, United Wegf Thunder Bay
Kyla Reid, Thunder Bay Community
Foundation

About the Author

David Tranter, PhD is the Director of
the School oSocial Work and the
Acting Dean of the Faculty of Health
and Behavioural Sciences at Lakehea
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is in the area of personal and social
transformation. His research and
practice interests include program
evaluation, community capacity
building social development,
mediation and conflict resolution.

Figurel: Age of Quality of Life Survey Respondents
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represented with no one income range representing a clear majori
More than one in five (22%) respondents had a household income
level below $40,000 per year.

In respect to other significant demographic indicatorsofvey
respondents, 6.8% identified themselves as Aboriginal. Eight perc
of the total respondents were former residents of Thunder Bay wh
were currently residing in other cities.

Of those respondents living in Thunder Bay, 46.6% had lived in
Thunder By their entire lives, while 39% had lived in Thunder Bay
more than ten years, and 9% hhded in Thunder Bay less than five
years. Eightyeight percent of respondents owned a home, and 55.¢
were married.

No survey is without limitations. It is impant to note that the
online nature of its delivery may have limited the participation of
some individuals and groups. Many efforts were made to engage
social agencies to assist individuals to access and complete the
survey that may otherwistace barrierdo participation it is
important to recognize that some populations may still not be fully
represented in the survey.

As well, since the survey was voluntary, the results cannot necess
be generalized to the population of Thunder Bay. The high respo
rate and wide distribution of respondents adds significant credibilit
and meaning to theurvey resultshowever the survey methodology
was not scientific in nature and therefore is not necessarily reflecti
of the opinions of the entire populatioWhat can be said with
certainty is that the survey reflects the opinions of a fairly broad
range of 1081 individuals.

The Future

The 2008 Our Quality of Life Project is the first of what is hoped ta
an ongoing reporting of key quality of life indicatarsd the opinion
of citizens. While a wide range of indicators were included in this
report, many other potential areas of individual and community life
could not be considerednIfuture Our Quality of Life reports, other
social and econoiun indicators wl be included an@é&xaminedin
greater depth.

The Report Layout

The statistical data drawn from provincial and national databases
(such as Statistics Canada) is presented (with only a few exceptio
the Highlights section) in the left hand column of this document. Tl
results of the Thunder Bay Survey of citizerattflgraphs and
guotes) are presented in the right hand column and identified as
GFNRY (GKS ¢KdzyRSNJ . & { dzNBSe¢

Figure2: Sex of Respondents

Figure3: Household Income of Respondent

Over $120,000 [ 12.50%
$100,006$120,000 [ 13.20%
$80,000$100,000 [ 16.50%

$60,000$80,000 [ 16.50%
$40,000$60,000 ; 19.60%

$20,000$40,000 N 14%

Under $20,000 [l 7.90%

Facts about the survey respondents:
6.8% are Aboriginal.

8% are former residents of Thunder Ba
living elsewhere.

46.6% have lived in Thunder Bay their
entire lives.

39% were not born in Thunder Bay but
have lived here more than 10 years.

9% have lived imMhunder Bay less than
5 years

88% own their home.

55% are married.




The 2008 Our Quality of LiReport is packed with fascinating detail:
about life in Thunder Bay. The information in this Report is provide
AY | aedzad GKS FTFrOdaQé YIyySN
encourage you to read it through and draw your own conclusions

about our colletive strengths and weaknesses. You will undoubtec
have you own opinions about which indicators are most important
and which seem to most reflect your experience of life in Thunder
Bay.

While many details of the Report will be discussed and debated,
there were some indicators that seemed to be fairly clear areas of
strengths for us, while in other areas we still have a way to go. W
F2tt26a A& | ONARST adzYYINB 27
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Some Good News

An increase in populatioig Our population gew by almost 1% at a
time when Mrthern Ontario experienced an overall decline in
population.

A decrease in youth outmigratiog Our youth outmigration rate
slowed significantly frona high of 12.4% in 2001, down to 5% in
2006.

A city with plentiful parklandg 5.1% of our city is allocated for
natural and maintained parkland, compared ton@dian of other
Ontariomunicipalities of 3.3%.

Active city recreation program use 10.1% of Thunder Bay citizens
participate in registratiorbased city recreation programs, comparec
to amedian of other Ontarionunicipalitiesof 6.2%

An increase in library useIn 2006, our libraries had a circulation
rate of 8.63 items per capitap from 6.75 items per capita in 2000.

Safer roads and getting even safetWe had 213 traffic offences per
ManInnn Ay HanT® ¢KFGiQa fSaa
down significantly from 2005 when it was 253 per 100,000.

A city that voluniersg 54.3% of us volunteer our time to worthy
Ol dzaSad ¢KIdiQa airAayArAFaAorydte |
45.3%.

The air really is better up here Almost all of our days in 2007 were

G3I22RE 2N A PSNE 32 2 Rand wieyiad S & LI
GLI2Z2NE RIFI&ao Ly ¢2NRyG23 (KS|
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Figure4: Would you say

hts

that your overall quality of life
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Very poor

Poor

Neither good nor
poor

Good

| 1.5%
| 3.2%

B 10.0%

54.5%

Very good J_ 30.8%




A strong sense of community belongirgr 1% of us say that we havt
I dadNBy3I¢eé 2N Gaz2YSoKIG AGNRY:
community, compared to the prancial average of 63%.

Success for ourlfriginal postsecondary studentg We have a
higher rate of college and university completion among our
Aboriginal students than the provincial average.

We live beside one of the biggest lakes in the world and st
conserve waterg 24%of us use rain barrels to conserve water
compared to the national average of 11%. Thintge percent of us
usewaterda @Ay 3 (2Af Siaz O2YLI NBR
slightly below the national average when it comes tdevasaving
shower heads.

More affordable rental accommodatior It is less expensive to rent
an apartmentin Thunder Baghan in most other cities in Ontario. A
two bedroom apartmentn Thunder Bawill cost on average $709
per month, compared to the prancial average of $924.

More affordable price of homesg In 2007, the average home here
cost $123,237. The average price of a home in Ontario was,$24.
Across Canada it was $307,265

A speedy fire response timelt usuallytakes 7 minutes for fire
services to respond to a call in Thunder Bay. Mikdian response
time for comparablemunicipalities across Ontario is more than
double at 14 minutes and 23 seconds.

Some Areas for Further Attention

An income gap for many Although our overall poverty rate is
comparable to the provincial average, we have highenthserage
rates of poverty for Aoriginal people, lone parent families,
unattached individua, and those with disabilities.

2 S Q NBecytllhdias much as wehould¢ We continue to fall
behind the province when it comes to recycling, solid waste
diversion, compact fluorescent bulb use)d programmable
thermostat use

Our roads are rouglt Thunder Bay is a geographically spread out
city with a lot of roads pecapitag this can create challenges to
maintain. In 2006a median of 54% of road$n Ontario municipalities
GSNBE NI UGSR SAGKSNI a322R8%NEN ¢!
roads.

Figure5: Average house price, 206807

P $262,949
I $245,230

Ontario

)
Canada - $276,883

I $150,434
SUCDUTY |l 5182536

I $122,064

Thunder Bay ! $123,237

= 2006 = 2007

Figure6: Energysaving device use, 2006

Programmable 0 83%
thermostat use [ s1%

Programmable
40%
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Composting - 31%
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hand smole, alcohol consumption, and obesity are all higher than
the provincial average. Our life expectancy is 77.1 years, compare
the provincial average of 79.7 years.

Our crime ratec Thunder Bay continues to have a higher than
average rate of violent crimand property crime, although our rate
of property crime has been consistently going down. Youth crime |
our city is more than twice the provincial average.

Financial pressure fasome households Unlike individual and
family income, the median householdcome of Thunder Bay did not
match the province. In 2005, the median household income was
$53,686, an amount significantly below the provincial average of
$60,455.

High School completion among Aboriginal studert89%of our
Aboriginal population haveot completed high school, compared to
the provincial Aboriginal average of 30%, and overall Thunder Bay
average of 25%.

Our immigration ratec A total of 680 people immigrated to Thunde
Bayfrom another countrybetween 2001 and 2006. This number

represents 0.6% of the total population of Thunder Bay. During the
same period, 580,740 people immigrated to Ontario from another
country, representing 4.8% of the total population. In total, 10.4%
¢CKdzy RSNJ . Fe8Qa LRLMzZ FiA2y AYYA:
comp- NER (2 Hyodo: 2F hyidl NA2Qa

Figure5: Alcohol consumption/obesity rates for
Thunder Bay

21.10%

Excess alcohol
consumption

27.20%

27.50%

49%

Obesity rate 52.70%

Ontario
® Thunder Bay (2007
= Thunder Bay (2005




Thunder Bay is eity centrally located within northwestern Ontario.
At a 2006 census population of 109,140, it is the largest municipal
in Northwestern Ontaripand the second most populous Northern
Ontario.

Our Community

A further13,767 people live othe outskirts of Thunder Bay
comprising thecensus metropolitan areahich includes a variety of
other municipalities townshipsand communities.

Thecensus metropolitan areaf ThunderBay has a total population
of 122,907 of which 48.4% are male and 51.6% are female. The
average age of a resident of Thunder Bay as of 2006 was 41.8,
compared to the average of 39.5 forr@@ala as a whole (and
compared to 39.1 and 37.2 respectively in 2001).

Figure6: Rercentage population change iroNhern Ontario from 2001 to 2006

-3%
Timmins™ N 14%
-2.50%

-1%
Thunder Bay I_ 22.60%

0.80%
-0.20%

Sault Ste. Marie [ 28%
1%

-0.25%
Sudbury | 35% A ,A
204 a2 S K wan&erful gem herein
0.50% b2NIKSNY hyidul NAR2 OO
North Bay e ——————— 46% , »
2.50% GL GKAYl 2@0SNIff ¢Kq

to live, raise a family, and has a lot to offer
Total NorAboriginal Population Chang F2NI I avYltftSNI O2YYda

= Total Aboriginal Population Chang , A N .
a¢CKdzy RSNJ . e Aa TAYI

economic strength. Peoplreally need to sit
back and watch while Thunder Bay goes

m Total Population Changt

. L . . 0KNRdz3K | 0S|I dzi A F dzt
¢ Kdzy RSNJ . I éQa | gSNFX3IS F3S KI A&
nationalaverage largely as a result oftisombined effects of youth aL t20S tAQAY3I AYy ¢l
outmigration and an aging population; however this seems to have with new economic development initiatives,
aft26SR Ay NBOSyidG @SFNBR® LYy Hn. Al oAttt KSELI G2 0NR)
was 65+, compared to the provincial average of 12.9%. In 2006, 1 o .
2F CKdzy RSNJ . 1 8Qa LRLIzZ I GA2Y 6| aL Kb @gs tAGSR Ayciylof

province® 2 over? mi!ion and | am thrilled to, be home
gKSNE Ye |ljdzZ-ftAGe 27
Youth oumigration has reportely slowed even more significantly

from a rate of 12.4% in 2001, to 5% in 2006. Howglkunder Bay aLdy auAatt 3ItLR G2 o

K2YSHE¢
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3 Figure7: Thunder BayPopulation change sinc2001
continues to experience a decreasing yopthpulation:

. . 22.60%
In 2006, 29.7% of residents were under 24, compared to 31.3% in

2001. Across the province, 31.6% of the population was under 24
years of age in 20082

Between2001and 2006, Thunder B&@verall population increased
by 0.8%, compared to an average growth rate of 6.6% for Ontario
FYR pomz F2NJ/ FyFRFE® ! fG§K2dzaK
small by provincial and national stdards, it defied the trend in

Northern Ontario which suffered an overall poputat reduction 1%
during this period 2

0.80%

m Total Population Changt
A significant and growing proportion of residents of Thunder &=fy

identify as Aboriginatomprisingover 8% of the total population. In
fact, the net population gwth of Thunder Bay between the 2001 Total NorAboriginal Population Chang
census and the 2006 census is largely attributable to the growth ir
our Aboriginal population. During this period, the total non
Aboriginal population shrank by 1%, while our Aboriginal populatic
grew by 22.6%.

m Total Aboriginal Population Chanc

While Thunder Bay is ethnically diverse, the number of visible
minorities and immigrants fall well below the provincial average. T
total visible minority population (excluding Aboriginal peoples) for
Thunder Bay in 2006 comprised 27/0of the population compartketo
an Ontario average of 22.8%. In 2001, the peragabf visible
minorities in Thunder Bay w&2.26™ >

Immigrants (i.e., those people who are or who have ever baaddd
immigrants) comprise 10% of the population comparei a
provincial averagef 28.3%"

Thunder Bay is home tt2,825 people of Finnish descent, the highe
concentration of persons of Finnish origiar capitain Canada, and
the second largest Finnish populatiosnCanada afteforonto”

I O0O2NRAYy3I (G2 GKS /AGe 2F ¢Kdzyl
approximately 17% of Thunder Bay residemase a disability, a
number slightly higher than the 16% average across the pr0\9ince.

In respect to employment, sales and service occupations are the
most common employers making up 27% of the jobs in our
community (compared to 27.6% in 2001). Businéeance and
administrative occupations are the second most common at 16.8%

(compared to 15.5% in 2001). Trades, transport and equipment aL ¥ SS fre lickytailivednS city like

occupation were a close third at 16.6% (down from 18.4% in 2081 Thunder Bay and most of us have lots of
opportunities to enjoy life and find

Thunder Bay families have a median income thatightly lower satisfaction in our work, family, and leisure

than the provincial average at $68,397 compared to provincial f AgSaé
average of $69,415. The gap between Thunder Bay and the provil

12
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has closed somewhat sin@@00whenthe median family income in many people here are very negatiebout it.
Thunder was $59,580, compared to the provinciarage of We need to start making decisions about our
$61,024. Howevethe median income for lone parent families with land use and planning that create healthy,
females at the head remains significantly lower for Thunder Bay a walk-able communities that have access to a
$32,291, as compared to the provincial average of $36.496. of our daily amenities within walking

RA&GlI yOSd¢
For individual incomes, th2005 Thunder Bapedianincome was
$27,546 compared to the provincial median of $27,258. In 2001, t
median individual income for Thunder Bay was $23,607 and $24,¢
for the province as a whole. Figure8: Median Incomes

Women in Thunder Bay continue to be paid more poorly than theii Thunder Bay
malecounterpars reporting a median income of $21,459 as : !
compared to men who earned $35,903. This disparity vightsy 2005 2000 2005 2000

larger than the provinciadverage of $21,669 for women and $34,4¢ JUEIVCICIN $27,546 $23,607 $27,258 $24,816
for men 2 Income

g IVEEI6 | $53,686 $47,849 $60,455 $53,626
Income

CAylLttex I G201t 2F TmMop: 2F
from employment (versus government supplements), compared tc
the provincial median of 77.4%. This is down fr2000when73.7%

2F C¢Kdzy RSNJ . I &@Qa LISNJ OFLWAGET
compared to 78.7% throughout the provinbé.

Family $68,397 $59,580 $69,156 $61,024
Income



Our Aboriginal Population

Our Aboriginal population has grown significantly over the last five
years. In 2001, theotal population was 8,200. In 2006, it had grown

to 10,055. Aboriginal people now make up over 8 % of the populatic

of the Thunder Bay CMA.

Figure9: Aboriginal Identity Population, 2001/2006

e
RS == =
R, = =
—

Inuit single response

Multiple Aboriginal responses --
Aboriginal responses not included elsewhqr4s s ielo]

Our Aboriginal Youth

The Aboriginal population is significantly younger that their-non

Aboriginal counterparts. The median age for the total population of &
Thunder Bay is 41.8. Our Aboriginal population has a median age ¢

26.3. For all of Thunder Bay, 23.2% of the populaiB'dtQ years of

19 or younger

Figurel0: Percent of population under 19 and median age

38.9

23.2

Percent of population 19 and Median age of population
under

m Aboriginal = Entire Thunder Bay populatiol

Aboriginal Population Growth
¢ Kdzy RSNJ . I @ Qa ! 02 NA232.6% Hetiveeh ZDQDdz
and 2006. This is compared to the growth of the #Advoriginal
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Our Aboriginal
Community

aGL oSt th&mde ditkid région lies
with the Aboriginal people and that we
should be doing everything we can now to
ensure they have equal access to all the city
and region has to offer. They will be the force

and the engine that can drive us forward if
we givethem the opportunity. They have so
many individuals with potential and we need
to acknowledge and publicly celebrate their
I OKAS@SYSyiaoé



population during the same period ef.0 %. The net population da2NB SRdzOl (i A 2 y6 ndeded. dz
growth of Thunder Bay is largely due tg@wing Aboriginal There should be a no tolerance policy in plac
population’”® T2NJ N OAayYy F2NJ GKS §

Figurel1: Aboriginal versus NeAboriginal Population Change (2001/2006) aL Y alRRSySR o6& K2
of asking questions and finding facts, prefer
112,165 110,995 to believe and perpetuate haifruths (and
outright lies) about people from different
o Ol ANRdzy Ra d¢

8,20010,055

Aboriginal Population NonAboriginal
Population

m 2001 = 2006

Aboriginal Education
ly SEFYAYyLiGA2Y 2F GKS SRdzOF GA:
Aboriginal population suggests a gap between those who have hi¢
school education or less, and those wi@ve college or university Figure12: Educational Attainment
completion. When compared with the entire Thunder Bay
population, the Aboriginal population falls below university, trades,

and high school completion levels. However, the rates of college C | 25.4%
) ) o No formal completion [ 30.3%
completion are almost identicd.

Of particular note is that Aboriginal people in Thunder Bay have a High School | 25.4%
. . . . . I 9
higher rate of colleg and university completion thatte provincial completion _ 222"'3102"

average for Aboriginal people.

! igi i Apprenticeship or ] 11.03/0
Of note as well is that Aboriginal women seem to be leading the w Trade certificate gm. g o5e

"8.2%
when it comes tauniversity completion in Thunder Bay. Aboriginal

women are completing university at a rate of 2.5 to 1 compared to o[ 20.2%
their male counterparts. Thus, for every two Aboriginal males College completion B %g'_g?,//‘(’)
completing university, there are five Aliginal females who

complete? o 148%

University completion [l176.9%
8.8%

Aboriginal Employment
According to the 2006 Census, the unemployment rate of Aborigir = Total Thunder Bay Averag
people in Thunder Bay is 14.5%. This is significantly higher than
¢ Kdzy RSNJ . I 2 Qa NI { Sof R4dzNihis/aBo higies
than the provincial rate for Abdginal people at 12.3%.'

= Aboriginal (Provincial average
m Aboriginal (Thunder Bay CM/

15



Figurel5: Unemployment Rate, 2006

14.50%
12.30%

7.40%

Aboriginal- Total Thunder Aboriginal--
Ontario Bay Thunder Bay
Average

The Aboriginal Income Gap

The median annual income for Aboriginal people age 15 and up h
increased over the census periods although it remains below the
overall Thunder Bay average and dnerage acros®ntario for
Aboriginal peoplé:*

In 2005, the average income for Aboriginal people in Thunder Bay
was $16,734. This was an increase from the 2000 amount of $14,
However, the 2005 amount was 39% below the average for the
entire populatbn of Thunder Bay of $27,546 and it was also 11%
below the provincial Aboriginal average of $18,808.

Figurel8: Median Income for Individuals, 2000/2005

W 1508
R 5102

$27,546

Aboriginal- Ontario Average

$16,734
Aboriginal- Thunder Ba: _ '
: d

= 2005 = 2000

Of note as well, the median income gap between Aboriginal peopl
Thunder Bay and Thunder Bay a whole has not improved
significantly between the two recent census periods. In 2000,
Aboriginal people in Thunder Bay made 40% less than the Thund
Bay average. In 2005, Aboriginal people made 39%'ss.
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Figurel6: Have you observed acts of racism
against other peopl@ (from the Thunder Bay
Survey)

Unsure 6.8%

Figurel?: If you feel comfortable, would you
please identify the ethnic group that had
SELISNASYOSR GKS I 06 23
individual of aY' S Y 6 S NJ? @rd@m theX
Thunder Bay Survey)

Unsure E 5.6%

Nonrvisible minority ! 7.1%

Aboriginal (e.g. First

Nations, Metis, and ;80.2

Inuit)

Visible minority P 7.1%

Gt S2LX S aKz2dz R G 1S
GLFT GKS Lzt AO Oy
history of aboriginal peoples, and what
that has manifested to be today tay may
not be so quick to judgex



Employment in the Arts and Recreation ArtS, Cu |tu re,

The number of people employed imrts, culture, recreation and
sports in Thunder Bay for 2006 was 1420 or 2.2 % of the total

occupations. The overall number is sightly from 2001 when it was R e C re atl O na.n d

1350, but the amount still represents 2.2% of total occupations.

Arts Grants Per Capita
¢ Kdzy RSNJ . I @Qa YSRALFY LISNJI OF LA
$4.46. This was significantly higher than the provincial average g
$3.04°

Our Libraries

In 2006 municipal spending on libraries in Thunder Bay was $4+
per person. This is up from $33.01 per person in 2000. It also
represents an increase over the provincial average of $37.60 p¢g
person’

L7/ SN .
e S0s

Figurel3: Per capita municipal spending on libraries

Provincial average (200€ $37.60
Thunder Bay(2001 $33.01 IfigurveZO: To vyhgt exPent 90 you‘agrge or
RAal3aINBS gAUK O0KS F2f¢
.Fe KFha | OdzA GdzNI t €& I
$45.59

(from the Thunder Bay Survey
Thunder Bay (2006

Not applicable | 1.0%

g ; o Strongly
/ ANDdz  §A2y F2NJ ¢Kdzy RSNJ . | & Q& disagree N 2-3%

years. In 2006, there was a circulation rate of 8.63 items per capiti
This was up from 6.75 items per capita in 2000. dirrilation rate
however remains slightly below the national average of 9.49 items
per capita’

Disagree [l 11.2%

Neither agree
nor disagree

Agree I

B 25.5% 4 o,

Figure21: Thunder Bay library circulation based on items per capita
9 y brary percap Strongly agree [l 10.7%

8.63

G¢KS AYLRZNIIFYOS 27F
= 2000 in transforming lives and engaging youth
= 2006 needsto be better recognized-it is a core
service, not a fril-it needs to be inclusive of

Fff y20 2dzaid F2N (K;

Library circulation GCKSNB IINB f20a 27F

have to be positive and to find out about
GKS 2LIR2NIdzyAildASaodé
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Our Parkland G2 KSy O2YLJI NAy3 ¢Kdzy
cities, | have always felt that Thunder Bay is

generally substandard with respect to arts,
culture; recreation, but this seems to be
AN} Rdz- £t £ & AYLINRGAY3

In Thunder Bay, 5.1% of the total municipality is allocated for natu
andmaintained parkland. This represents a significant percentage
compared to other cities such as Sudbury (0.2%), Ottawa (1.5%),
the Ontario Municipal Benchmarking Initiative (OMBI) med&a5

. . s 0 10 A 7 e oA I a
municipalities 0f3.3%. aL GKAYl GKFG Ay GKS
. o o havebeen getting much better in Thunder
Figurel4: Percentage of total municipality allocated for natural and maintained _ .

parkland Bay in regards to arts, culture and recreation

However, there is always room for
AYLINR@SYSYid YR RA®@S

Figure23: How supportive are you of the plans to

develop the waterfront/marina park?from Thunder Bay
Ottawa - 1.50% Survey

Sudbury

|

0.20% Don't know anything
about it

Wait and see

Our Walking Trails Very

L. . ) . supportive/Supportive
Thunder Bay maintains .31 kilometres of walking trails for every 1(

persons. This is below mgized Ontario cities such as Sudbury
(.99km/1000persons), but well above large cities such as Toronto
(.08km/1000 persons). Thunder Bay falls glgjhtly below theOMBI
medianat .35 kilometres for every 1000 persojr?s.

Figurel5: Kilometres per capita of walking trails

0.08
Thunder Bay  Sudbury Toronto  OMBI Median
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Figure25: How often do you feel arts/cultural events

Our Sports and Recreatlon FaCIIItIeS are available in Thunder Bay? (frofthunder Bay

Survey

In 2006, the number of sports and recreation facilities in Thunder |
per 100,000 people was 14.7. This is significantly higher than mar
Ydzy AOALI f AGASE AY hydGFENR2® C2| Not often enough | 6.0%
100,000, and Torah2 Q& NJ S A& ONBMeHISN | Seldom 8 3.1%
11.9 per 100,000’ Occasionally mm— 33.6%

Often |
56.4%

Figurel6: Number of sports and rec facilities per 100,000
Too often | 0.9%

OMBI Median 1— 11.9

Figure27: Thinking about both the quality and quantity
Toronto _ 4.9 of leisure time, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you
with your leisure time? (fromThunder Bay Survgy

Ottawa NG 136

i Very dissatisfied | 1.3%
Thunder BayJ_ 147 Dissatisfied Wl 11.1%

Neither satisfied

. o . Lo nor dissatisfied
¢KS N)}YUS 2F dzaS 2F ¢Kdzy RSNJ . | o
provincialmedian Thunder Bay citizens use registratioased sports Satisfied NSNS 49.4%
and recreation programs at rate 1.4 visits per capita per year. This Very satisfied [l 14.7%
compares to a rate of 2.2 visits in Ottawa and 1.5 visits in Toronto a—
TheOMBImedian rate of use is 1.4 visits per capita per ))igar.

Bl 23.7%

Although the rate of use of sports and recreation programs is . .
consistent with theOMBI municipaimedian a greater variety of G¢KdzyRSNJ . & Kla
¢Kdzy RENJ . F 2 Qa O G A I-tsed reckdatingi F | ! scene, fabulous farmer's market, exquisite
programs as compared to other cities in Ontario. In Thunder Bay, restaurants and eating establishment,
10.1% of the population participates in registered sports and summer and win_t_er festiv_als, blues scene,
recreation programs, compared to 9.2% in Ottawa, 4.7% in Sudbu dance scene, skiing, curling, water sports,
and 5.9 in Toronto. Across many municipalitie€intario, 6.2% of summer arts programmes, volunteers to

the population register for municipally run sports and reatien EEELT a!l categories and wonderful
programsw harbour with great scenery and, for a small

place, hold all of the activities that make it

Figure28. Percentage of the population that registers for municipal sports and GSNE aALISOALI f o
recreation programs

OMBI Median |G 6.2%

Toronto |GGG 5.9% 5

Sudbury I 4.7%
Ottawa |GG 0.2%

Thunder Bay [N 10.1%
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Our Volunteer Rate Our ClVlC

In 2004, the volunteer rate in Thunder Bay was 54.3%. This was

higher than the provincial average of 45.3% and the Canadian

average of 50.4%. Many monemen volunteered than men in E n g ag e m e nt

Thunder Bay. A total of 77% of women volunteered compared to &

of men™ o
a¢Kdzy RSNJ . & Aa avYlf
experience many wayto contribute and feel

a part of the community and make a positive
OKI yaSaos¢

Figurel?: Volunteer rate, 2004

Thunder Bay men 39%

|

Thunder Bay womer 7%

Total Thunder Bay 54.30%

Ontario 45.30%

i

Women in Politics

A 2003 Federation of Canadian Municipalities study found that th
averagepercentage of female Municipab@ncillors in Canada was
25%. In 2008, Thunder Bay is consistent with thigamal average Figure30: To what degree do you agree or disagree
with three of 13of our elected municipal officials (28) being "Svmteh; following statements: (from theThunder Bay
women??

Our Voter Turnout

The voter turnout for the 2008 federalextion was 57.5% of eligible
voters for the combined ridings of Thunder Baguperior North and
Thunder Bay, Rainy River. This is slightly below the voter turnout
across Canada of 59.1%. For the 2006 Thunder Bay municipal
election, the voter turnout wa88.2% of eligible voters. This is
consistent with the national average that hovers around 40% for Neither Agree nor
municipal elections? Disagree

Strongly Agree

Disagree

Charitable Donations
The proportion of tax filers in Thunder Bay that declared a charital
donation in 2007 was 26.8% with an averagmation of $230. This is
down slightly from 2005 when 28% of tax filers made a donation o
average of $220. In 2007, the Ontario average was 25.7% with an
average donation of $310. The 2007 average for Canada was 249
with an average donation of $250.

Strongly Disagree f-

u | feel a sense of community with others in
my local neighbourhood

BLiQ& AYLERNIFYyG G2
community with people in my local
neighbourhood
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Fgure31: Percent of tax filers that made a charitable donation

Canada (2006

Ontario (2006)

Thunder Bay (2006

Thunder Bay (2001

Figure32: Average amount of annual donation

Figure33: Thinking about Thunder Bay City Council,
please rate the degree to which you agree or disagree

Canada $250 with the following statements:(from Thunder Bay
Survey)
Ontario $31C
Thunder Bay (2006 $230 Strongly
Agree
Thunder Bay (2001 $220

Our Sense of Belonging

For the area covered by the Thunder Bay District Health Unit, the Neither
reported rate of citizens who said that they hadia 2 YS ¢ K I Agree nor
2NJ GadNRBY3Ié aSyasS 2F O2YYdyAdi Disagree
than the provincial average of 63% and the national average of 62
For Thunder Bay, the rate was highest among the age groui9 12
and 4564."° Disagree

Figure34: "Strong" or "smewhat strong" sense of community by age, S_trongly
Thunder Bay 2005 Disagree
78.20% 0
69.70% 76.10%
= Overall, | have confidence that city council mak
69.80% decisions that are in the best interests of my ci
59.70%
= | would like to have more of a say in what city
council does
= Overall, | understand how city council make:
12t019 20to34 35t044 45t064 65+ decisions ty
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Our Recycling O ur
In 2006, 27% of Thunder Bay citizens composted compared to ar
Environment

average of 31% across Canada. During the same period, 93% of
Thunder Bay residents had access to a recycling progragoand
those people, 90%aid theyactively recycle Across Canada, 93%
have access to recycling, and 938t theyactively recyclé’.3

Figurel8: Recycling and composting rates

97%

90%

27%  31%

Recycling Composting

= Thunder Bay = Canada

Figure36: What are you most proud of (select all that

Our Solid Waste Diversion apply)? (from theThunder Bay Survay

In 2006 the percentage of residential waste divertduough
municipal programs such as source separated organics, blubdmpx
leaf and yard waste, backyard composting, household hazardous
special waste, community recycling centres and depots for Thund:
i i i i Waterfront/ harbourg o
Bay was 25% of all residential waste. This rapgesents an increase beautiful / good access - 59.7%
from the 2005 Thunder Bay rate of 22%. However, the rate is well

below the provincial average of 42%. Good facilities and
services

other [ 14.8%

Figurel9: Solid waste diversion rates )
Helpful / friendly /

welcoming people

. 0, |
ontario-2006 | <27 Glean I nofiter cean

and tidy

Nice green city / beautiful
Thunder Bay 2005 _ 22% parks and gardens / lots _ 79.2%
of gardens
Thunder Bay 2006 || 25%

Figure38: Do you think current beautification efforts
by the City of Thunder Bay are headed in the right
direction? (from theThunder Bay Survgy

Our Compact Fluorescent Light Use
In 2006, 59% of Thunder Bessidents had compact fluorescent light
bulbs in their homes. This compares to a provincial average of 60 No I 23.7%
and a Canadwide average of 53%.

Don't know | 32.5%

Yes NN 43.8%
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